

International Conference. Summary

On December 1 Getafe Initiatives, GISA, organized the International Conference “Challenges of local innovation in the European context” in the framework of the INNOHUBS project, which aims to optimize support for entrepreneurs, exchanging experiences and creating a network of innovation centres and linkages between them.

It was attended by more than a hundred people, including entrepreneurs, freelancers and self-employed interested in identifying new mechanisms for the incorporation of innovation in the business, as well as public and private research and innovation organizations as well as public stakeholders whose activities are related to promoting innovation and development of tools for generating an innovative culture.

The conference focused on the mechanisms to support the consolidation of an innovative idea into a product or service, and the role of local authorities in implementing innovation policies as well as the importance of networking with agents at the regional level, to exploit synergies and resources. Success in meeting this challenge lies in the cooperation with other local actors and to stimulate innovative initiative in the cities.

Professor Kaj Mickos defended the need for new mechanisms to engage where certain ideas are prioritized, taking into account the complexity of selecting successful ideas in the embryonic stages. Therefore, the key is to make successful ideas, not to identify and select them.

In relation to the challenges of local initiatives to support innovation, particularly aimed at SMEs, Rui Ferreira said the key is that innovation must be the bearer of a clear value proposition, which must take into account the final customer. 

In the present context it is important to use the crisis to improve and innovate as a safe estimate to move forward and reach a competitive position in the near future. The demand for customized products and services, means that markets are smaller, but also that market opportunities are increasing for almost any product or service able to
find interested customers. 

The key condition for investment in innovation by firms are, access to financial resources for the implementation of innovative initiatives and the need to link in networks local, regional and supra resources, allowing the optimization of synergies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally some initiatives to support innovation in the Community of Madrid were presented, among which were the madri+ system, which is a network that brings together, cohesionates, coordinates, and promotes the cooperation of all actors involved in science, technology, business and society in the Community of Madrid. 
Madrid network is a public-private network that aims to position the region among the 10 most advanced in the world. It already has over 580 partners, which include large and small companies, research centres, universities and technology centers, as well as areas of excellence such as science and technology parks. Among these areas highlights the Technological Park of Leganés, conceived as a meeting point between knowledge
and business. 

